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of the Congress and Conference at Berne, resolutions 
have been already introduced into several European 
Parliaments asking that treaties of arbitration be made, 
especially in response to the invitation of the United 
States sent out in 1890 and still standing as a peace 
challenge to the world. In at least two Parliaments such 
resolutions have already been carried by good majorities. 

No better evidence could be found of the growing 
dissatisfaction with the present armed and tax-burdened 
state of Europe and of the deepening desire for a new 
order of things than the treatment which the new German 
army bill has received in the Reichstag. In spite of the 
long-continued persuasions and threats of the Emperor 
and the Chancellor the bill has lingered for months, 
meeting with unyielding opposition from a large number 
of the Deputies, and just this morning comes the report 
that the bill was defeated last Saturday and the Reichstag 
dissolved. This is a serious blow to old-world militarism. 
The effort to get up a universal peace petition in Europe, 
following out the expressed wish of the Berne Congress 
has also brought to light the strong hold which peace 
principles have taken on the minds of the masses. In 
England more than a million and a half have signed the 
petition and it is expected that there will be that many 
more before Mr. Cremer brings forward his proposed 
motion in Parliament. In Denmark, small as it is, nearly 
a quarter of a million have signed. 

The Peace Societies of Europe and America have 
entered on a period of increased earnestness and activity 
in their work. Many new societies have been formed in 
the old world, perhaps the most notable of which is the 
German Society founded only a few months ago in Berlin. 
A beginning has been made even in Russia. But not- 
withstanding all these encouragements there is still a 
great work before us. War and the spirit out of which it 
springs have left their baleful influence on nearly every 
phase of social and national life in all countries, our own 
included. Militarism is seeking to make new and strange 
encroachments, in addition to trying to hold all the 
ground it has so long occupied. These encroachments 
ought to be faithfully and wisely met and if possible 
turned back. We make an earnest appeal to all the 
members of the American Peace Society to aid by 
whatever means is in your power in pushing forward the 
great cause of human brotherhood, which, under the 
blessing of God in whom we trust for speedy and greater 
triumphs, has already made such signal progress. 



WARSHIPS OF OTHER NATIONS IN NEW 
YORK HARBOR. 



The municipal council of Marseilles has refused to give 
a public reception to General Dodds, fresh from the Da- 
homey an war. It says : " The Dahomey expedition has 
been the perpetuation by civilized Europeans of the 
butchery with which Behanzin and his predecessors are 
reproached, only a pretext for shedding the blood of our 
unhappy soldiers, etc." It expresses " its hope in the 
advent of a time when human butcheries, white or black, 
will be abolished forever." 



Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the 
children of God.— Matt. 5: 9. 



ADDRESS DELIVERED BY REV. REUEN THOMAS, D.D., IN 

HARVARD CHURCH, BROOKLINE, MASS., SUNDAY 

EVENING, APRIL 30, 1893. 



It would, I presume, be accounted exceedingly ungra- 
cious in me were I to do aught else than to applaud the 
friendliness of the nations which have brought into 
American waters their warships to join in the great naval 
review of the week past. It is possible that the building 
of warships may be the only means of keeping the peace 
between hostile nations. This is the argument used by 
men who like to have warships and yet are disposed to 
half apologize for their existence. Most people are of 
opinion that the necessities of self defence demand these 
ordinarily ugly and monstrous structures. I suppose that 
such an argument prevails more generally than any other. 

There are not a few persons who like the idea of having 
a powerful navy simply as a matter of national respect- 
ability. The feeling that we ought not to be behind other 
nations in weapons offensive and defensive is very powerful 
with men who are sensitive as to their standing before 
the world. 

The same argument would be sound for multiplying the 
number of regulars in the standing army until it equalled 
numerically those of the most warlike nations of the 
world. But we have improved on the modes of life in 
Europe and Asia. We have all the cost of a huge stand- 
ing army without any army to stand. Our army is lying 
on its back crippled and helpless, and with its sisters and 
cousins and aunts needs to be carried on the National 
Ambulance Wagon for how long no man can tell. 

There is a ray of hope in the fact that the nobler spirits 
in the grand army of the republic are beginning to blush 
for shame at the way in which the grandmotherliness of 
America is being so disgracefully abused. The curse of 
Europe for the long ages which stretch back of our own 
generation has been the war system, — suspicion and organ- 
ized hatred It has put into the hands of monarchs the 
power of being tyrants. It has made popular liberty all 
but impossible. It has beggared and pauperized the 
people to so excessive a degree that to say it has been 
the great highway robber of the nations is to use language 
not one whit excessive or extravagant. To an extent 
almost incredible, if the facts were not tabulated to sub- 
stantiate the assertion, the Christian Church has been not 
only powerless to check the war tendency, but in her 
subserviency to kings she has even prayed for its con- 
tinuation. 

Supposing we were to take the records of Christ and 
his teachings in one hand and the records of the ecclesias- 
tical world in the other hand and, glancing from the one 
to the other, compare the teachings of our Lord with the 
facts of history over which Te Deums have been chanted 
in the cathedrals of Europe (assuming that we were fresh 
to this study and our consciences not drugged with the 
opinions of ecclesiastical Jesuitry), what would be the 
inference from such a study ? Would it not be that either 
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this so-named Christian Church had never seen the gospel 
records or had been judicially blind to their meaning? 
Perhaps if we were abundantly disposed to find an excuse 
for the Te Deums over slaughtered men we might say 
that the Christian Church had lived so much in the Old 
Testament that it never understood the New. 

" Blessed are the peacemakers ; for they shall be called 
the children of God." " He that taketh the sword shall 
perish by the sword." Such words from our Lord's lips 
either have never been read, or never understood, or 
regarded as having reference to some millennial period 
entirely different from the present age or any age preceding 
it. That any members of the Christian Church should have 
failed to recognize that war is the animal and brute part 
of our nature asserting itself over the spiritual part 
of our nature is one of those mysterious facts which 
remain to perplex the understanding. The fact that some 
of you have been soldiers and brave men may have a 
tendency to blind your judgment as to the real nature of 
war. And yet I have found that some of the most deter- 
mined and unappeasable haters of war have been generals 
and soldiers, as for instance, General Grant, who, when 
receiving the hospitality of England and invited to a 
review in his honor, declined with the words, "I never 
want to see any soldiers again." On the battlefield of 
Gettysburg the late Rev. R. B. Howard, Secretary of our 
American Peace Society, vowed that if God spared his 
life he would thenceforth consecrate it to preaching peace 
principles. And he did ; dying in the service of the 
Society. But what a travesty on our Christianity that 
such a society should be needed ! Why is it that there 
are so many Christians who are Christians in sentiment 
and feeling but not in practice? 

Why is it that so many Christian disciples have no 
ability of applying their Christian principles in practical 
life? They are Christians in the church but not in busi- 
ness methods— Christians in the church but not in politics 
— Christians in the church but not in the conduct of 
municipal life. Is it not because religion and life are, 
with so many of us, two things — not one and the same 
thing ? 

Our Great Teacher never talks about "religion." Always 
He speaks about "life." The "life" was manifested, 
"lam come that they might have life," etc. I recognize 
the fact that probably I am out of sympathy with the 
great majority, even of this Harvard Church congregation, 
whose intelligence is above the average, on this matter of 
the absolutely un- Christian nature of war. All strife and 
contention between men and peoples should be settled in 
the Court of Reason, not in the court over which presides 
violence and over which the motto is the 'right of the 
strongest !' But I cannot help myself. Either I must be 
untrue to my judgment, intelligence and conscience, or I 
must preach, '• Blessed are the peacemakers," " All they 
that take the sword shall perish by the sword." 

I grant you that as a moral police to prevent barbarism 
getting the upper hand of civilization war may sometimes 
be a cruel necessity, as when an alien power tries to 
establish and perpetuate itself in defiance of the 
rights of man. But the records of history show us that 
nine-tenths of all the wars of the world have been in the 
interests of the few against the many, and in the interests 
of tyranny against liberty. It has been the animal and 
diabolical in our nature let loose. 

Instead of wars being the efforts of civilization to over- 
come barbarism and drive it back — wars have been largely 



the manifestation of the jealousies of civilized nations. 
Race antipathies have sometimes been the moving causes 
— but family and dynastic jealousy much oftener. They 
have not been the wars of peoples, but of reigning families 
— tyrannical houses — inhuman monarchs and statesmen, 
glutted with Satanic ambitiousness of spirit. That the 
Christian Church should have tried by its prayers and 
Te Deums to throw a halo of consecration over such 
enormities but shows how liitle Christianity there has been 
in State-controlled, organized, ecclesiastical bodies which 
have been as much political as ecclesiastical, and very 
much more political and ecclesiastical than Christian. 

I am one of the unbelievers in the statement so often 
made to us in our newspapers and elsewhere that fleets 
and armies promote peace between nations. It I and my 
next door neighbor were each to place a piece of cannon 
on our piazzas charged and ready for action, each pointed 
at the house of the other, I am quite sure we should not 
be as good friends as we are to-day. In some parts of 
the country almost every man carries a pistol. The pistol 
means his suspicion and hatred of his fellow man. There 
is more strife and there are more murders there, ten to 
one, than in the localities where people move about 
entirely unarmed. Between the nations of the world there 
can be no real amity, so long as every nation is armed to 
the teeth. If this nation were to increase its standing 
army to a million of men, the probability that there 
would be war with some other nation within five years is 
exceedingly strong. And the increase of warships does 
not, in my judgment, bode any good for America or for 
any body else. If even one-half the money spent on war- 
ships by Great Britain and on the thousands upon 
thousands of men idling their lives away in the "service" 
(as they comically call it) of their country, had been 
spent for popular uses — every single man's son and 
daughter in the country might have had free education 
and every workingman over sixty might have been 
allowed to spend the evening of his life in unanxious 
retirement from the great struggle for home and food and 
clothing. 

These statements seem extravagant, but any man with 
the facts and figures before him can verify them. I do 
not apologize for England — although there is more to be 
said for her in the way of apology than for any other 
nation. Her commerce has been on the high seas. She 
had to defend the great water-way by which alone she 
could reach her colonies. Her life was threatened, first 
by Spain and then by France. The first Napoleon had 
it as his ambition to conquer and humiliate England. For 
several hundred years she has been under these threats 
from Spain and France. And her statesmen have used 
this fact to pile up warships. As then so now. But this 
country is in no danger of attack from any European 
country. She is an agglomerate of all nations. Ameri- 
cans, pure and simple, are in a minority. The only way 
to world-wide supremacy in America is by a wisdom and 
virtue higher than that of Europe. If she simply copies 
Europe in her warships and other implements of destruc- 
tion she but proves that the lessons of history have been 
lost upon her. 

Though what I say cannot be popular, yet I know it is 
true and I am sure it is Christian. Moreover, it is in 
harmony with the best feeling of the best types of Ameri- 
can character. It would be possible to detain you for 
hours with extracts from the utterances of great Ameri- 
cans as to the nature of the opportunity before America. 
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She is cut off from the quarrels and contentions of Europe. 
John Fiske (than whom a more interesting and finished 
penman does not live in these United States) speaks of 
the manifest destiny of America to put before the world 
the principle of peaceful federation so that " the wretched 
business of warfare may finally become obsolete all over 
the world." " I believe (he writes) that the time will 
come when such a state of things will exist upon the 
earth, when it will be possible to speak of the United 
States as stretching from pole to pole — or with Tennyson 
to celebrate ' the parliament of man, the federation of the 
world' — ' when the war drum throbs no longer.'" Indeed 
only when such a state of things has begun to be realized 
can civilization, as sharply differenced from barbarism, be 
said to have fairly begun. Only then can the world be 
said to have become truly Christian. Many ages of toil 
and doubt and perplexity will no doubt pass by before 
such a condition is reached. History begins with pictures 
of horrid slaughter and desolation. It will end as we 
believe with the picture of a world covered with cheerful 
homesteads and blessed with a Sabbath of perpetual peace. 
As I read the record of the review of the warships of 
the different nations in the Hudson, and thought how the 
more horrid and death-dealing these monsters the more 
efficient they were accounted for their purpose, I took 
down my Longfellow and read once more the poem on 
" The Arsenal at Springfield :" 

This is the Arsenal. From floor to ceiling, 
Like a huge organ, rise the burnished arms; 

But from their silent pipes no anthem pealing, 
Startles the villagers with strange alarms. 

Ah, what a sound will rise, how wild and dreary, 
When the death-angel touches those swift keys ! 

What loud lament and dismal Miserere 
Will mingle with their awful symphonies ! 

I Wfear even now the infinite fierce chorus, 

The cries of agony, the endless groan 
Which, through the ages that have gone before us, 

In long reverberations reach our own. 

On helm and harness rings the Saxon hammer, 

Through Cimbric forest roars the Norseman's song, 

And loud amid the universal clamor, 

O'er distant deserts sounds the Teuton's gong. 

The tumult of each sacked and burning village ; 

The shout that every prayer for mercy drowns ; 
The soldiers' revels in the midst of pillage ; 

The wail of famine in beleaguered towns; 

The bursting shell, the gateway rent asunder, 
The rattling musketry, the clashing blade ; 

And ever and anon, in tones of thunder, 
The diapason of the cannonade. 

Were half the power, that fills the world with terror, 
Were half the wealth, bestowed on camps and courts, 

Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need of arsenals or forts. 

The warrior's name would be a name abhorred ! 

And every nation, that should lift again 
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead 

Would wear for evermore the curse of Cain ! 

Down the dark future, through long generations, 
The echoing sounds grow fainter and then cease ; 

And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations, 
I hear once more the voice of Christ say, "Peace." 



Peace ! and no longer from its brazen portals 
The blast of War's great organ shakes the skies ! 

But beautiful as songs of the immortals 
The holy melodies of love arise. 

As nationalities are coming together here, must it not be 
the prelude of that greater federation when Tennyson's 
dream shall be realized: "The parliament of man — 
the federation of the world." 



PRESIDENT CLEVELAND'S ADDRESS AT THE 
OPENING OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

I am here to join my fellow-citizens in the congratula- 
tions which befit this occasion. Surrounded by the stu- 
pendous results of American enterprise and activity, and 
in view of these magnificent evidences of American skill 
and intelligence, we need not fear that these congratula- 
tions will be exaggerated. We stand to-day in the 
presence of the oldest nations of the world, and point to 
the great achievements we here exhibit, asking no allow- 
ance on the score of youth. 

The enthusiasm with which we contemplate our work 
intensifies the warmth of the greeting we extend to those 
who have come from foreign lands to illustrate with us 
the growth and progress of human endeavor in the direc- 
tion of a higher civilization. 

We who believe that popular education and the stimu- 
lation of the best impulses of our citizens lead the way to 
a realization of the national destiny which our faith 
promises, gladly welcome the opportunity here afforded us 
to see the results accomplished by efforts which have been 
exerted longer than ours in the field of man's improve- 
ment ; while in appreciative return we exhibit the un- 
paralleled advancement and wonderful accomplishments 
of a young nation, and present the triumphs of a vigorous, 
self-reliant and independent people. 

We have built these splendid edifices, but we have also 
built the magnificent fabric of popular government, whose 
grand proportions are seen throughout the world. We 
have made and here gathered together objects of use and 
beauty, the products of American skill and invention ; we 
have also made men who rule themselves. 

It is an exalted mission in which we and our guests 
from other lands are engaged, as we co-operate in the 
inauguration of an enterprise devoted to human enlight- 
enment ; and in the undertaking we here enter upon we ex- 
emplify in the noblest sense the 

BROTHERHOOD OF NATIONS. 

Let us hold fast to the meaning that underlies this 
ceremony, and let us not lose the impressiveness of this 
moment. As by a touch the machinery that gives life to 
this vast exposition is now set in motion, so at the same 
instant, let our hopes and aspirations awaken forces 
which in all time to come shall influence the welfare, the 
dignity and the freedom of mankind. 



" ' I can forgive, but I can never forget,' a sort of for- 
giveness, let me tell you, that it isn't worth the name. It 
is base coin ; and whenever you feel in that way towards 
any body, you may as well take a long breath, and think 
seriously before you say the ' Forgive us our trespasses ' 
in the Lord's prayer." 



